THE   SPIRIT   OF  TRUTH
respect for him. Did not Peter deny him ? And all stupidity has as its base that cowardice of the spirit, that fear of freedom in thought which must frame rules of life and stick to them through thick and thin. Its ideal is the machine-made man who acts by formulas, by creeds, by maxims, who does right by law, because he can't help it. But wisdom is free.
There are no absolute rules of life. There cannot be. It is an inherent law of life that it is not bound by ethical laws ; were it so it would be a mechanical force running on fixed lines for ever.
Soul has one object, to master all matter, to imbue and infect all matter through wisdom. It can never do so if it fetter itself by law, by rule, by maxims. No maxim, nor no rule, however good, but is sometimes false ; no act, however bad, but is sometimes good. Law driven to its extreme is the summit of injustice by its own admission ; it is very often that long before it reaches the extreme.
All rules of life are good in so much as all have some truth in them.
All rules are bad in so much that none are always true. 1 worked this out in The Inward Light.          ,/
The writer of Ecclesiastes says :
" To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven :
cc A time to be born, and a time to die \ a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted;
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